
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   

 
The Gardner Heist: The True 
Story of the World’s Largest 
Unsolved Art Theft by Ulrich 

Boser 
 
Shortly after midnight on March 
18, 1990, two thieves broke into 
the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum in Boston and committed 
the largest art heist in history. 
They tied up the night guards and 
stole 13 masterpieces, by the likes 

of Rembrandt, Vermeer, and Degas. After stating the facts, Boser dives 
immediately into the murky waters of criminal underground networks, discussing 
copious real-life characters that all have some part, large or small, in the Gardner 
heist. His book is filled with speculation, dead-end leads, murders, FBI arrests, and 
the unfiltered portrayal of Boston’s most outrageous gangsters.  
 
Boser becomes the latest in a long line of researchers and detectives thoroughly 
obsessed with the theft. He stands in the Gardner museum, staring at the blank 
frames on the wall (the museum’s founder stipulated that nothing be moved or 
removed ever) and contemplates the most brilliantly masterminded theft in art 
history. No prints were found at the scene of the crime, no DNA, no telling clues. 
Boser’s book ends having pulled the reader through a whirlwind of facts and half-
truths. But we do know this: the dozen stolen masterworks are said to now total 
$500 million in value and the Gardner has only ever offered $5 million for their safe 
return. Photograph courtesy of The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum. 
 
 



 

Questions for the Club 

 

1. What did you think of Boser’s approach to researching the largest art theft in 
recorded history? Was his telling of the tale objective? 
 

2. How many of you had seen the paintings prior to the theft? Do you think the 
Gardner is doing all they can to recover the priceless works? The FBI? 
 

3. As art theft goes, most perpetrators sell the works in their retirement and are 
subsequently caught. It’s been 24 years since the heist: is it odd we haven’t 
seen or heard anything yet? Soon? 
 

4. Do you know of any other art thefts that have the same style as the Gardner? 
 

5. Did you find the book compelling? Accurate? Interesting? 
 

6. Boser has been criticized for publishing a non-definitive work. What were you 
thoughts as you finished the book? 
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