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Friends of Asian Art
The Friends of Asian Art is an international support group 

organized to advocate Asian art through collection, education and 

travel to related institutions and private collections in the United 

States and abroad. Members enjoy special programs and tours to 

enhance their knowledge of Asian art. The group is an integral 

part of the development and support of a new Asian art wing on 

the grounds of the Ringling Museum. The cost to join the Friends 

of Asian Art is $250 annually and does not include museum 

membership, program or travel fees. For more information on this 

important support group, call 941.359.5700, ext. 2004.

Jade Brush Scroll Holder and Bruxhes 
Chinese, Late 18th - 19th Century
16 x 14 in. 
Promised gifts of Dr. Helga Wall-Apelt
TR2006.2779.2, TR2006.2779.14a-c

Cooking Classes at Treviso
There is so much going on at Treviso that you 

may not know about. Every third Wednesday 

of the month enjoy a wine dinner and have 

the opportunity to sample different wine 

and food pairings in the lovely setting that is 

Treviso Restaurant. If hands-on is more your 

style, you may want to participate in Treviso’s 

cooking classes held the second Tuesday of 

the month. For more information on either of 

these programs please call 941.360.7390 or 

visit www.ringling.org.   

      Reciprocal Privileges
Ringling Members at the Contributor ($150) level and above get free 

admission at over 300 museums. In Florida some of the venues are: Historic 

Spanish Point in Osprey; the Edison & Ford Winter Estates in Fort Myers; the 

Florida Holocaust Museum, Museum of Fine Art and Salvador Dali Museum in 

St. Petersburg; the Tampa Bay History Center and the Tampa Museum of Art. 

Other museums around the country include the High Museum in Atlanta ; The 

Corcoran Gallery in Washington, D.C. and many more! Visit our members’ page 

at www.ringling.org and click on the North American Reciprocal Museum 

Program to view the entire list. Remember to bring your membership card 

when visiting reciprocal museums and please note that since some museums 

limit their privileges, it is recommended to call ahead to check for details.  

Friends of the Museum Library
The next meeting of the Friends of the Ringling Museum Library will be on Friday, 

September 4, 2009, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Teresa Koncick, Florida State University, doctoral 

program in history, will speak on “Herodotus and the History of History.” The program 

will be held in Classroom 1003 in the Education Building.  Annual Friends membership 

is $100 and supports acquisitions and special projects of the Museum Library. For more 

information please email library@ringling.org or call  941.359.5700, ext. 2700.

Are you getting your 
Ringling Quarterlies  
and monthly Ebrief 
newsletters? If not, 
check with Membership 
at 941.360.7330 to  
be sure we have your 
most current mailing 
and e-mail address.
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Image: Jade Brush Holder and 
Brushes
Chinese, Late 18th - 19th 
Century
16 x 14 in. (40.6 x 35.6 cm)
Promised gifts of Dr. Helga Wall-
Apelt
TR2006.2779.2
TR2006.2779.14a-c

Explore Circus History: Collections Online! 
Digitization of the Tibbals Circus 

Collection continues with over 

12,400 digital images from 

the available on the Museum’s 

website. Browse posters, historic 

photographs, and design drawings.  

Explore facets of the collection, 

such as costume drawings by Miles 

White, posters advertising Buffalo 

Bill and the 101 Ranch and behind-

the-scenes photos of the circus lot. 

Utilize the search features to 

narrow your results by subject, 

key word (attributes), or collection 

type. Even simpler, just click on the type of collection you would 

like to see from the main Collections Online page. 

Visit www.ringling.org to start exploring the history and language 

of circus, advertising, and culture through the Tibbals Digital 

Collection.  Check back often, as we develop digital initiatives at 

Ringling.

Cà d’Zan Sunset Jewelry Collection
Inspired by the spectacular architecture of Cà d’Zan, New 

York jewelry designer, Cynthia Gale has created Cà d’Zan 

Sunset—a jewelry collection featuring the specialized 

wirework technique, filigree, where individual wires are 

soldered on by skilled Javanese artisans to create delicate, 

intricate patterns. The collection also utilizes repoussé, 

a traditional hand-hammered metalwork technique. 

Celebrating the artistry of John and Mable Ringling’s winter 

home, many of the necklaces, bracelets and earrings are 

accented with genuine blue topaz, amethyst and pearl. Visit 

the Museum Store to pick out your pieces before they are 

all gone! Museum members receive a 10% discount.
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Unknown artist, Equestrienne, 1969
Tibbals Digital Collection, 
TR2004.2722.8083

At Cà d’Zan

John Ringling’s French Empire-revival mahogany bedroom 

furniture at Cà d’Zan, with its ormolu caryatids and 

fantastical creatures, is appropriately stately, but seemingly 

out of place in a “Venetian” palace. The Ringlings might 

have preferred Italian paintings, but wealthy Americans 

sought fine French furniture to fill their homes.  Marks 

on the locks of some pieces in the bedroom reveal the 

inscription: “Mon. Krieger, Ameublement, Paris.” One of the 

largest French furniture firms in the 19th century, Maison 

Krieger manufactured this bedroom suite circa 1880-1912, 

when the Empire style, ushered in under Napoleon’s reign 

(1804-1815), experienced a revival and took on turn-of-

the-century tendencies for more ornamentation and 

substantial forms. John Ringling purchased all the pieces 

from the Fifth Avenue Auction Rooms on November 1, 

1924. Seven pieces were sold as Lot 839 with the side chairs, 

sofa, bureau à cylindre (desk), arm chair, and center table all 

offered separately. A nearly identical suite once belonged 

to the Kings of Egypt and a very similar bed is owned by 

Malmaison in France. 

— Aleesha Nissen, 2008-2009 Collections Management 

Fellow, wrote her Master’s Thesis (Bard Graduate Center) on 

John Ringling’s bedroom suite. 




