
A VISIT TO 

For more information regarding accessibility at the museum, contact  
accessibility@ringling.org or visit our website at ringling.org/accessibility

SOCIAL NARRATIVE
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I am going to visit The Ringling! During my visit, 
I can explore a lot of different museum buildings 
as well as the playground and gardens.

When I first arrive at the museum, I will see 
the gatehouse. I need to pass through the 
gatehouse to get to the entrance.

After walking through the gatehouse, I will 
enter the Visitors Pavilion. Sometimes the 
Visitors Pavilion can be crowded and noisy 
as people wait to come into the museum.  
I might need to wait in line.

At the front desk, I will get a wrist band. 
One of my companions or a museum 
worker will help me put on my wrist band. 
My wrist band shows that I am allowed  
to go into the other museum buildings.

I might see security guards at the museum. 
Their job is to protect the art and the people. 
If I get lost or need help, I can tell one of the 
security guards and they will help me.
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I might have to walk a lot between the different 
museum buildings. 

If I want to, I can wait for a tram that I can ride 
to where I would like to go. Sometimes the 
trams carry lots of people and can get crowded.

My companions and I might use the Museum Map 
or Sensory Map to help plan our visit. These maps 
will tell us what there is to see and to do at the 
museum. The Sensory Map will also help us locate 
some quiet areas if we want them during our visit. 

There is a lot to do at the museum! I might not  
see everything today, but I can always come  
back and see more. 

At the Tibbals Learning Center, I can 
see a huge mural, a miniature circus 
model, an interactive gallery, and a 
timeline of circus history. 

The interactive gallery in Tibbals Learning 
Center can sometimes be busy and loud. 
There are a lot of things I can touch in this 
gallery but also things I cannot touch.  
It is important to ask for permission  
before exploring anything with my hands. 

    

SHOPPING 
The Ringling features gifts and souvenirs inspired by 
its buildings and collections. Discover jewelry, clothing, 
books, games, toys, and more. Stores are located in 
the Visitors Pavilion and original Circus Museum. 
Shop online anytime at TheRinglingStore.org.

DINING 
The Ringling offers a range of dining options suited to 
any taste. Enjoy everything from a quick cup of coffee 
to a sit-down meal before or after a performance.

Muse at The Ringling  
Upscale local cuisine with an international flair 
Located in the Visitors Pavilion. Indoor and outdoor seating.

► Open daily for lunch
► Open Tuesday through Saturday for dinner
Reservations: 941.360.7390 or musesarasota.com

Museum Coffee Shop
Hot and cold beverages, pastries, and sandwiches
Located in the Visitors Pavilion. Indoor seating.

► Open daily 10:00 AM – 5:30 PM 
     Thursdays until 8:00 PM

Banyan Cafe  
Hot and cold sandwiches, beverages, and snacks
Located near the original Circus Museum. Outdoor seating.

► Open daily 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM

FAMILY FUN
Slide, bounce, and splash around the Bolger Playspace, 
recognized as one of the premier playgrounds in the 
country. Excite your imagination with a family program, 
featuring a mix of gallery-based and art-making 
activities. Check in the Visitors Pavilion for details.

WELCOME TO THE RINGLING  
THE RINGLING LEGACY
The Ringling combines the beauty of art, power 
of performance, and spectacle of the circus with 
the grandeur of a historic home, all set within 
the wonder of nature. It celebrates the legacy 
of circus owner and art collector John Ringling 
and his wife Mable, who first purchased property 
here in Sarasota in 1911. Since that time, The 
Ringling has developed into one of the top visitor 
attractions in Florida and largest university art 
centers in the United States.

VISITOR INFORMATION

HOURS
Open daily 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Thursdays until 8:00 PM  (Ca’ d’Zan is not open after 5:00 PM)

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day

TRANSPORTATION + ACCESSIBILITY
Tram service is available with stops located 
throughout The Ringling. 
A limited number of wheelchairs and strollers 
are available at each venue.

5401 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota, FL 34243

941.359.5700  |   ringling.org

Information subject to change. Check ringling.org for details.
© September 2016 The John & Mable Ringling Museum of Art 

#TheRingling

SUPPORT THE RINGLING BY BECOMING A MEMBER. Receive a variety of benefits, 
including previews of exhibitions, access to special programs, and priority tickets to 
performances. Apply your admission toward a membership today.

CA’ D’ZAN
Built in the Roaring Twenties, the 
Ringlings' winter residence was 
used to entertain family and friends, 
including politicians and celebrities.

HISTORIC ASOLO THEATER
Located in the Visitors Pavilion

This historic 18th-century theater 
from Italy is still an active performing 
arts venue, featuring theater, dance, 
and music.

MABLE RINGLING’S ROSE GARDEN
The oldest rose garden in Florida, 
dating from 1913, was likely inspired 
by gardens seen by Mable Ringling on 
trips to Italy.

RUBENS GALLERIES
Located in the Museum of Art

Monumental paintings by Flemish 
artist Peter Paul Rubens occupy two 
of the most awe-inspiring galleries to 
be found anywhere in America.

WISCONSIN RAILROAD CAR
Located in the original Circus Museum

Named after the home state of the 
Ringling Bros. circus, this luxurious 
private railroad car was used by 
John and Mable Ringling to travel the 
country for business and pleasure.
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 WALKWAY

 TRAMWAY
 ! Pedestrians please use  
  caution on tramways

 ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCES

 DINING 
      Picnic Area

 SHOPPING

RESTROOMS
Located in or near all venues
Family restrooms are located  
in the McKay Visitors Pavilion, 
Tibbals Learning Center,  
Ca’ d’Zan, and Museum of Art

BAYFRONT GARDENS
1 Dwarf Garden
2 Bolger Playspace 
3  Mable Ringling’s Rose 

Garden
4 Secret Garden 
5  Bolger Campiello and 

Promenade
6 Millenium Tree Trail
7 Japanese Tea House

EDUCATION CENTER
8 Art Library
9 Education Classroom

MUSEUM OF ART
10  Chao Lecture Hall  

(3rd floor) 
11 Center for Asian Art
12 Monda Gallery
13 Searing Wing + 
 Skyspace by James Turrell
14 Original 21 Galleries

COLOR KEY
Colors indicate calming or stressful 
experiences within these spaces.

MAP KEY

CALM STRESSFUL

SENSORY MAP
This map can tell you more about the sensory environments you’ll find at The Ringling. 
Details on the reverse provide additional information about each venue.
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At the Circus Museum, I can 
see circus posters and circus 
wagons. I can also look inside 
John and Mable’s personal train 
car named the Wisconsin. 

The Museum of Art contains artwork from 
many different times and places. When 
I am in the Museum of Art, I should not 
touch any of the paintings or sculptures.  

Inside the Museum of Art, there are many 
different rooms with different types of art 
to look at. The museum is usually quiet, but 
I can talk about what I see and what I am 
curious about. 

I might also visit Ca’ d’Zan. “Ca’ d’Zan” 
means House of John and is the house 
where John and Mable Ringling used to live. 
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I might take a tour of the inside of Ca d’Zan. 
If I do, I should remain with my tour guide 
and my group. If I need a break, I might need 
to leave my tour early.

I might also play on the Bolger Playspace, 
a playground in the center of The Ringling’s 
campus! There are picnic tables here if  
I would like to have a drink or a snack.  
The slide at the Playspace is very high.  
It might be hard for someone to help me  
if I get scared at the top.

Next to the Playspace is Mable Ringling’s 
Rose Garden, which is a great place for 
me to relax and enjoy the weather while 
looking at beautiful flowers.  

When I am ready to leave The Ringling, I will 
tell the people I came with. We will go back 
to through the Visitors Pavilion and through 
the Gate House on our way out. 

I hope I can visit The Ringling again soon! 


