
VISITING THE RINGLING with

Encourage very young children 
to explain what they see: colors, 
shapes, animals, details. You can 
turn this into an I-Spy game. 

Make up a story together! 
What might be going on in this 
painting? What are the people  
(if there are any) saying, thinking, 
and doing? 

Ask your kids what they would 
see, hear, smell, and feel 
if they were inside a particular 
work of art. 

Play a memory game:  
Look at a work of art for 15 seconds, 
then turn around and see how many 
things you can remember seeing in it. 

Artists make lots of choices: 
size, colors, what materials to use, 
where to place people and objects 
in their artwork. 
 
Have kids imagine 
they were the artist. 
Would they have made 
the same choices? 
Why or why not? 

Let the child’s interest be 
your guide. Don’t try to stop 
at every painting or sculpture in a 
gallery. Instead, spend some time 
looking at the works that the child 
is drawn to. 

You don’t have to be an 
expert! As long as kids are having 
fun thinking and talking about 
works of art, they’ll be enriched by 
the experience—even if they don’t 
leave as art historians. 

Find a safe place for little 
hands. Holding hands with your 
child is an easy way to make sure the 
collection stays safe. Or play a game 
in which you “strike a museum pose,” 
putting your hands behind your back! 
On your head! In your pockets!  
(Just not near the artwork.)

Feel free to take a break.  
Get the wiggles out at the  
David F. Bolger Playspace (free  
and open daily 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM),  
or cool down with a book in the  
Art Library, located in the  
Johnson-Blalock Education Center 
(free and open Mon–Fri, 1–5 PM). 

A museum is a great place  
to draw! Get inspiration 
from the artwork around 
you. Remind children to 
please use only pencils  
in the gallery. 

Imagine what your 
own personal art 
museum would be like. 
What kind of building would it be? 
What artwork would you put in it? 
Encourage children to explain  
their choices.
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Don’t forget – the 
grounds and 
gardens are 
always free!  
So pack a picnic or 
grab lunch at the 
Banyan Cafe and 
explore anytime. 
We are a certified 
arboretum with 
lots of flora and 
fauna to discover. 
Look for dolphins 
by the bay, or play 
hide-and-seek 
in our whimsical 
Dwarf Garden.

Join our Art Library’s storytime, 
ROAR! Ringling Order of Art Readers

ROAR! is designed to engage children 
ages 4–7 in activities that connect 
art with early literacy. Stories and 
illustrations are often a child’s first 
exposure to the joy of reading and the 
wonder of art. Join us for storytime 
and an accompanying activity. Please 
register in advance at ringling.org.

Explore the  
galleries with us 
on a Kids Quest!
Saturdays, check  
ringling.org for times

Spend 45 minutes focusing  
on one or two objects in The Ringling’s 
collection and play a related game 
with a Museum educator. Although 
Kids Quests always meet at the McKay 
Visitors Pavilion, they explore a different 
location at The Ringling each week. 
There is a $2 cost per child and this fee 
gives the family access to the featured 
venue for the rest of the day. Please 
register in advance at ringling.org.

Come Again! 
This is your museum, and  
there’s always more to discover!

Pick up Patch’s Adventure in 
the McKay Visitors Pavilion. Created for 
families, this booklet will lead you on a 
scavenger hunt through The Ringling 
Circus Museum and Tibbals Learning 
Center. Museum Admission is required.

Also be sure to keep an eye out for 
Family Guides of our special exhibitions 
in the Museum of Art’s Searing Wing.

Make The Ringling Your Family 
Place. For information on Family 
Memberships call 941-360-7330.

For more information on  
Family Programs at The Ringling,  
visit ringling.org/kids-families.

5401 Bay Shore Road  Sarasota, FL 34243
ringling.org  |  941.359.5700

Make art with us in 
a Family Workshop!
Saturdays, check ringling.org for times

These free drop-in programs 
feature self-guided art 
projects. Families do not need 
to buy admission or register to 
participate; simply stop by the 
Jenkins Children’s Welcome Center 
in the John M. McKay Visitors Pavilion 
and enjoy an art project at your own 
pace. (Adults without children are, of 
course, also welcome!) Projects are 
generally designed to be open-ended 
and appropriate for children between  
4 and 10 years of age.

Family Programs are made possible in part by the generous support of the John J. Clopine Fund of the Community Foundation of Sarasota County, the Koski Family 
Foundation, The Marvin and Betty Danto Endowment for The Ringling Museum Children’s Programs, and The General Education Endowment for Children and Families.


