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February 2018  

This month, the theme for Homeschool Third Thursday is ART OF ASIA. 
 

Today the program is taking place in the CENTER FOR ASIAN ART, which 
is connected to the Museum of Art. Please use this map to locate the 
different stations set up around the museum.  
 

There will be three stations outside the building as well. 
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CHINESE DRAGONS 

In China, dragons have been important cultural symbols for 

over 6,000 years! While many western cultures view 

dragons as fiery and ferocious creatures, Chinese dragons 

were seen as wise and caring. They are associated with 

water, sometimes living in lakes and rivers and controlling 

rainfall, floods, and typhoons. They are also seen as 

symbols of good fortune and prosperity – so much so that 

the dragon was adopted as the symbol of the emperor 

himself!  

As a LEARNING EXTENSION, write a story about two 

dragons – one with characteristics that you associated 

with dragons before this activity and one with the 

characteristics typically associated with dragons in 

China. Would the two dragons get along?   

Dish with Green Dragon. Chinese, Qing Dynasty, Mark and reign of Kangxi, 
1662-1722. Porcelain. Gift of Ira and Nancy Koger, 2001. 
 
 

Materials:  

Dragon Worksheet, 
pencil 

Directions: 

Use the back of this 
handout to identify 
images and words 
that you typically 
associate with 
dragons.  

Compare the items 
you circled to the 
description of 
dragons to the left 
and the image of a 
dragon on this 
plate. How are they 
the same? How do 
they differ?   

 



  
 

DRAGON TRAITS 

Circle the pictures or words below that you associate with dragons: 

    

    

    

    

    

    
 
 



HYBRID  

CHARACTERS 
Ganesha is a Hindu god with the head of an elephant 

and the body of man. He is revered as the remover 

of obstacles, the patron of the arts and sciences, 

and the deity of intellect and wisdom. Hindu deities 

have creatures called their vahana (or mount), an 

animal or mythical creature that the deity uses as a 

vehicle. Ganesha’s mount is a mouse, which you can 

see underneath him in this sculpture. 

 

Ganesha is a hybrid character, meaning he is made 

up of parts of different species. Today, we learned 

the story about how he got the head of an elephant 

and then created our own composite characters 

through a drawing game! 
Icon of Seated Ganesha. 19th century, white marble. Gift of Eleanor B. Lehner, 1994.  

Materials:  

Drawing utensils, Character 
template 

Directions:  

Draw the head of any creature, 
real or imaginary, in the Head 
section of your template. Fold 
your paper so the head you drew 
is hidden and switch papers with 
a partner 

Draw the body of any creature, 
real or imaginary, in the Body 
section of your partner’s 
template. Fold your paper so both 
the head and body are hidden 
and switch papers with another 
partner. 

Draw legs or a tail in the final 
section of the template you 
currently have. 

When you and your partners have 
finished, unfold your papers to 
reveal the hybrid creatures you 
created!  

 



LEARNING EXTENSION 

Today, you learned about Ganesha ended up with the head of an elephant and then 
worked with your family to create your own silly hybrid characters.  Can you come up 
with a story about how your character ended up with all its different parts?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

If you want to learn more about the god Ganesha, check out the book Ganesha’s Sweet 
Tooth by Sanjay Patel and Emily Haynes.  
 

OTHER HYBRID CHARACTERS   

As you walk around the museum today, see if you spot these other part-human, part 
animal characters! These are only a few examples of many hybrid creatures that can be 
found around the museum, so keep your eyes open to see what you can find! 

              

 



  

JAPANESE WRITING   

 At this stop, we learned how students who lived during 

Edo Period in Japan would prepare their own ink before 

writing. A writing box like the one we looked at had a 

three important components:  

1) An inkwell 
2) An inkstick 
3) A brush 

Students would grind the inkstick, which was made of a 

pigment (often charcoal) combined with a binder (often 

glue), against the inkwell to break off small pieces of the 

stick. They would add water to the well to dissolve these 

pieces and create ink. Students would then use a brush 

to write! 

You can try to make your own ink at home by following 

the directions listed to the right.  

Writing Box. Japanese, Edo Period, 18th Century.  Wood, lacquer, gilding, coppor 
alloy, stone, ink. Lent by the Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, J.W. 
Leslie, 1978, 255125.1-7, Acc. No. 3391 
 
 

 

Materials:  

Charcoal ash, water, white 
vinegar, paintbrushes, rice 

paper (optional) 

Directions: 

Homemade Ink 

Mix equal proportions of 
charcoal ash and water 
and stir until the clumps 
of ash are gone. 

Add a drop or two of 
white vinegar to 
stabilize your ink 
(optional)  

Dip a paintbrush into 
your ink and practice 
writing. But be careful, 
your ink will be very dark 
and will stain!  

 



JAPANESE WRITING (Continued) 
 

After learning how students in Edo-period Japan got 
ready to write, we looked at a calligraphy scroll. We 
discussed that in Japanese and Chinese writing 
from this time period, words are organized differently 
than they are in modern English.  
 
In English, we read words first left to right and then 
top to bottom. In Edo-period Japanese, words were 
read from top to bottom and from right to left. We 
played a game using word cards to help us visualize 
what that means (see below).  
 

Word Layout: English       Word Layout: Japanese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING EXTENTION:  

One of the reasons we used words, instead of letters, in this activity is that written 
Japanese characters can represent whole words. When we learn English, we learn 26 
letters and the way those letters fit together to spell words. When people learn 
Japanese, they learn over 2,000 individual characters. Some examples are below. 
Research the Japanese writing system to learn more and try to recreate some of these 
characters using ink and a brush! 
 
 

Cai Shiyi. Chinese Poetry with commentaries: 

Calligraphy Scroll. Japanese, Ming Dynasty 

(1368-1644) and Edo Period (1615-1868). 

Handscroll, ink on silk. On loan from a private 

collection.  

 



  

RAVANA IN THE 

RAMAYANA 

Today, we looked at this contemporary painting 

featuring the Hindu god Ravana. We learned that 

Ravana is a character in the Ramayana, a Hindu epic 

telling the story of Prince Rama and his wife Sita. We 

then enacted a scene from the beginning of the epic: the 

abduction of Sita.  

After Sita’s abduction Rama goes on a series of 

adventures to try to get her back, including forging an 

alliance with monkey general Hanuman and building a 

bridge across a sea. All these stories make the 

Ramayana one of the longest ancient epics: the original 

Sanskrit version has 500 chapters and is nearly 24,000 

verses long! 

Jagannath Panda. Untitled (Ravana). Indian, 2005. Acrylic and oil on 
canvas. On loan from Gold Descendents Trust, NJ. 
 
 

 

Materials:  

Eager Actors and Open 
Minds 

Directions: 

At this stop, we acted out 
the story of Sita’s 
abduction by the demon 
king Ravana. There are four 
main characters in this part 
of the epic: 

Rama: A brave prince 
Sita: Rama’s wife 

Ravana: the demon king 
Golden Deer: one of 

Ravana’s followers in 
disguise 

There are many more 
characters throughout the 
rest of the story. To learn 
more, check out the books 
on the back of this 
handout! 

 



  
 

ARMS APLENTY 

One question that often arises when looking at images of Hindu deities is why they are 
depicted with several arms. The answer is surprisingly simple. Each Hindu god has 
objects, symbols, or qualities that correspond specifically to that one god. In order to 
show as many of those attributes as possible, artists began to add extra arms to 
images of the deities with each hand holding one such object or symbol. Sometimes the 
hands are empty but the hands are positioned into ritual gestures, called mudras, which 
tell the viewer about each god’s specific qualities. 

LEARNING EXTENTION 

Check out the following books to learn more about the Ramayana! 

Amma, Tell Me About Ramayana! by Bhakti Mathur  - an introduction to the story for young readers 

Ramayana: A Tale of Gods and Demons by Ranchor Prime – a book with gorgeous full-page illustrations  

Sita’s Ramayana by Samhita Arni – a retelling of the story from the heroine’s point of view 

Ramayana: Divine Loophole by Sanjay Patel – the story in a version inspired by graphic novels 
 

  



 

ZODIAC HEADS 

These sculptures represent the twelve animals of the 

Chinese zodiac, which is a repeating cycle of twelve years 

with each year represented by an animal and its 

attributes. Traditionally, people are thought to share 

some of the qualities of the zodiac animal of that 

represents their birth year. 

Today, we invite you to find your zodiac animal sign to 

learn some characteristics affiliated with your birth year. 

Afterwards, you can create a mask of that animal using 

our templates created from photographs of these 

sculptures!  

Circle of Animals/Zodiac Heads was created by Ai Wei Wei and is on loan 

courtesy of a Private Collection. Special thanks to Larry Walsh. 

 

Materials: 

Animal mask 
templates, this 

handout, colored 
pencils, scissors, 

wooden dowel, tape 

Directions: 

Use the back of this 
handout to figure out 
your Chinese zodiac 
sign.  

Head to the activity 
station underneath the 
Center for Asian Art. 

Decorate the mask 
template for your 
zodiac animal.  

Cut out the mask and 
eye holes and tape a 
wooden dowel to the 
back. 

 



WHAT’S YOUR SIGN? 
In China, zodiac signs are determined by birth 
year. An animal and its attributes are assigned 
to each year in a repeating twelve year cycle. 
Cultures are different and have distinct values 
and beliefs. For example, while westerners 
attach a negative connotation to the rat (you 
dirty rat!), most Asian cultures consider it to be 
an excellent sign. 
 
Find your birth year to learn your Chinese 
zodiac sign! 
 
RAT  
2008 | 1996 | 1984 | 1972 | 1960 | 1948 | 1936  
Rats are charming, clever, and have excellent taste. 
They are ambitious, hardworking perfectionists who 
are generous and supportive to the people they love. 
Compatible with the Dragon, Monkey, and Ox. 
OX 
2009 | 1997 | 1985 | 1973 | 1961 | 1949 | 1937  
Quiet and introverted, Oxen are steadfast, 
dependable, and born leaders. Oxen are good with 
their hands and prefer to have a few deep 
friendships rather than a wide circle of 
acquaintances. Compatible with the Snake, 
Rooster, and Rat. 
TIGER 
2010 | 1998 | 1986 | 1974 | 1962 | 1950 | 1938  
Tigers are powerful, passionate, and daring. They 
are self-confident leaders, but can be short-
tempered and rebellious. Tigers are often seductive 
and capable of intense romantic attachments. 
Compatible with the Horse, Dragon, and Dog. 
RABBIT 
2011 | 1999 | 1987 | 1975 | 1963 | 1951 | 1939  
Ambitious, talented, and even-tempered, Rabbits are 
creative and artistic. They have good luck, especially 
in financial matters. Rabbits are conservative, 
conscientious, and good judges of character. 
Compatible with the Ram, Boar, and Dog. 
DRAGON 
2012 | 2000 | 1988 | 1976 | 1964 | 1952 | 1940  
Self-assured and dignified, Dragons are also 
generous, warm-hearted, and expansive. As natural 
leaders they excel at tough decision making. 
Compatible with the Rat, Monkey, and Rooster. 
 
 

SNAKE 
2013 | 2001 | 1989 | 1977 | 1965 | 1953 | 1941 
Snakes are wise, charming, and intuitive. They are 
profound thinkers who rely on their own judgement. 
Generous and sympathetic, they can be fickle in 
their friendships and relationships. Compatible with 
the Rooster and Ox. 
HORSE 
2014 | 2002 | 1990 | 1978 | 1966 | 1954 | 1942  
Cheerful, quick-witted, and popular, Horses enjoy a 
wide circle of friends and have an active romantic 
life. Hardworking and tenacious, socializing is a 
constant element. Compatible with the Tiger, Dog, 
and Ram. 
RAM 
2015 | 2003 | 1991 | 1979 | 1967 | 1955 | 1943  
Compassionate and wise, the Ram prefers to be 
alone, free to contemplate at his or her leisure. 
Rams are creative, with innate natural elegance and 
at times can be shy or pessimistic. Compatible with 
the Rabbit, Boar, and Horse. 
MONKEY 
2016 | 2004 | 1992 | 1980 | 1968 | 1956 | 1944 
Innovative, inquisitive, and self-assured, Monkeys 
have a keen intellect, are competitive and have an 
appetite for fun, but their need for variety causes 
difficulties in relationships. Compatible with the 
Dragon and Rat. 
ROOSTER 
2017 | 2005 | 1993 | 1981 | 1969 | 1957 | 1945 
Highly observant and analytical, Roosters are 
profound thinkers. Talented and capable, they can 
be eccentric and have difficulties with relationships. 
Compatible with the Ox, Snake, and Dragon. 
DOG 
2018 | 2006 | 1994 | 1982 | 1970 | 1958 | 1946 
Deeply loyal, Dogs inspire confidence through 
honesty, sincerity, and the ability to keep secrets. 
They can be sharp-tongued and critical, which may 
lead to relationship difficulties. Compatible with the 
Horse, Tiger, and Rabbit. 
BOAR 
2019 | 2007 | 1995 | 1983 | 1971 | 1959 | 1947  
Boars are honest, loyal, and strong minded. They set 
ambitious goals for themselves and are good 
companions, but hold friends and colleagues to the 
same standards they hold themselves. Compatible 
with the Rabbit and Ram. 



 

SCHOLAR’S ROCK  

Scholar’s rocks are textured stones that were prized by 

Chinese scholars and used for contemplation in their 

studios. These rocks were found in nature and 

occasionally enhanced by man by promote four main 

characteristics: thinness, openness, perforations, and 

wrinkling.   

Scholar’s rocks were also sometimes valued due to their 

visual similarity to landscapes. But according to Robert 

D. Mowry, curator emeritus at the Harvard Art Museum, 

“Although most scholar’s rocks suggest mountain 

landscapes, these abstract forms may recall a variety of 

images to the viewer, such as dragons, phoenixes, 

blossoming plants, and even human figures.” 

Scholar’s Rock, Chinese. Limestone and wood. Gift of Nancy and Stan 
Kaplan, 2001.  
 
 

 

Materials:  

Scholar Rock Printouts, 
Colored pencils 

Directions: 

Scholar Rocks were 
sometimes prized for 
resembling something 
else: a landscape, a 
person, an animal, a 
plant, etc.  

Look closely at your 
printout of our scholar 
rock. What does it look 
like to you? 

Once you have decided 
what your rock looks 
like, use colored pencils 
to add to the image to 
show others what you 
see in your rock.  

  

 



 LEARNING 

EXTENTION: 

Across from our traditional Chinese scholar 
rock is a contemporary version by artist 
Zhan Wang. This rock is noticeably different 
because it is made out of stainless steel 
instead of stone.  
 
Wang begins his artistic process by molding 
sheets of steel around the surface of a 
traditional scholar’s rock. He then removes 
these sheets, welds them together, and 
burnishes the surface until the seams no 
longer show.   
 
Do you think Wang’s work should be 
classified as a scholar’s rock? Why or why 
not? Write your response below:  
 
 

Zhan Wang, Artificial Rock No. 124., 2007-2014. Stainless 

steel. Museum purchase with funds provided by William 

and Jane Knapp. 
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