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Summary

J[ohn] Kenneth Donahue became the Acting Director of the Museum following Austin’s death in
March 1957, and was officially named Director in May. Donahue came to the Museum as a
Curatorial Librarian and later became Curator before being named as Director. Donahue
inherited several ongoing projects from Austin and saw them to their successful conclusion. The
files on the reinstallation of the Asolo Theater in its new building and establishment of
Legislative Weekends in 1959 are interesting. Donahue’s directorship marked the beginning of

the Museum’s acquisition of contemporary art. It was during Donahue’s tenure that air
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conditioning was installed in the Art Museum. With the Wadsworth Athenaeum the exhibition

“A Director’s Taste and Achievement,” a tribute to Everett Austin.
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The Records of J[ohn] Kenneth Donahue may be viewed by
appointment. Use of certain materials is restricted by statute, by the
office of origin, or by the donor. For the protection of its
collections, the Archives also reserves the right to restrict access to
records which are not arranged, are being processed, or are
exceptionally valuable or fragile. In some cases, copies may be
substituted for the originals.
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