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Elden Chandler “Buster” Bailey, 1923 — 2004
Tibbals Circus Collection of Buster Bailey Films
1937-1984

217 Super 8mm films
4 8mm films

English
Unarranged

The Tibbals Collection of Buster Bailey Films capture Bailey’s
insider’s view of circus. The general circus community embraced
Bailey’s familiar presence on the circus lot, granting him
extraordinary access to the lots and venues of a variety of circuses
including the AL G. Barnes Circus, Clyde Beatty Cole Circus,
Amsterdam Circus, Moscow Circus, Russian Ice Show and Circus
Benneweis. Bailey’s footage of these circuses feature several
performances and circus set-ups in venues across America,
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including scenes of winter quarters, trains loading and unloading,
the backyard, animal acts, spec productions, tumbling acts, rolla
bolla acts, clown gags, trapeze and web numbers, and much more.
Also captured in this collection are Bailey’s tours of European
circus parks, the circus parade in Baraboo, Wisconsin, and
Chicago, lllinois, and the Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota, Florida.

Administrative Information

Provenance After, Bailey’s death, Howard Tibbals purchased this collection
directly from the wife of Elden Chandler Bailey. In 2019, Howard
Tibbals donated to The Ringling Archives this film collection and
all rights.

Information about Access  The Tibbals Circus Collection of Buster Bailey Films may be
viewed on Florida State University’s Digital Library’s Online
Repository, DigiNole. Follow this link to the collection.
https://fsu.digital.flvc.org/islandora/object/fsu:ringlingmain

Ownership and Copyright ~ Copyright of this work is held by The John and Mable Ringling
Museum of Art. It is provided here for scholarship, research, and
private study. Further use or copying of the work beyond Fair Use
may require permission from The John and Mable Ringling
Museum of Art (http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/).

Cite As The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, The Tibbals Circus
Collection of Buster Bailey Films and include the item reel
numbers 1 to 221.

Processing Note Ron Levere and Kenny Dodd completed a survey of this
collection. Each film was viewed and a reference copy captured by
projecting on a wall and capturing footage with a digital camera.
Deane Belch wrote a description of each film and created the
original inventory. In 2019, Alex Buono labeled this collection and
completed a MODS metadata element set spreadsheet for hosting
the collection on DigiNole. Alex Buono and H. Connor created a
finding aid in August 2020. Funding from a 2019 “Recordings At
Risk” grant through the Center for Library and Information
Resources supported the digitization, cleaning and re-housing of


http://rightsstatements.org/page/InC/1.0/

Biographical Note

Scope and Content Note
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this film collection in 2020 by Memnon Digitization and Asset
Preservation Services.

Elden Chandler “Buster” Bailey spent 42 years as a percussionist
with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra and was a faculty
member at Juilliard School of Music from1969 to 1993. He died
in April of 2004 at the age of 81. He is fondly remembered by
students and colleagues as the greatest snare drum player that ever
lived and as a life-long lover of circus music.

In a 2004 interview, with New York Times writer George James,
Barbara Bailey reminisces that in the early 1960's, through a
colleague at the Philharmonic, Buster Bailey met Merle Evans, the
music director of the Ringling Bros and Barnum & Bailey Circus
band, and Red Floyd, its drummer, and they became good friends.
From this point on, whenever the circus was in New York, Merle
Evans arranged for him to receive circus passes and Mr. Bailey
attended whenever he could, absorbing how the circus band
supported circus acts. He became so knowledgeable that when Red
Floyd took ill one day in the mid 1960's, Mr. Evans turned to Mr.
Bailey to take his place. Buster sat in for three days, happily
playing drum rolls for thrilling acts and climaxing with a rim shot.
For Buster, it was the biggest thrill of his life.

Buster Bailey’s last recording, for Angel Records in 1993, was a
collection of circus songs, Under the Big Top, with a group he
assembled named the Great American Main Street Band.

After 42 years with the Philharmonic, Buster Bailey retired to
Sarasota, Florida. He and his wife were familiar with Sarasota
having visited annually to see the Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey band members they had become friends with over the years.

The Tibbals Collection of Buster Bailey Films capture Bailey’s
insider’s view of circus. The general circus community embraced
Bailey’s familiar presence on the circus lot, granting him
extraordinary access to the lots and venues of a variety of circuses
including the Al G. Barnes Circus, Clyde Beatty Cole Circus,
Amsterdam Circus, Moscow Circus, Russian Ice Show and Circus
Benneweis. Bailey’s footage of these circuses feature several
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performances and circus set-ups in venues across America,
including scenes of winter quarters, trains loading and unloading,
the backyard, animal acts, spec productions, tumbling acts, rolla
bolla acts, clown gags, trapeze and web numbers, and much more.
Also captured in this collection are Bailey’s tours of European
circus parks, the circus parade in Baraboo, Wisconsin, and
Chicago, lllinois, and the Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota, Florida.

Related Materials

The Ringling Circus Collection of Route Books
The Ringling Circus Collection of Programs

The Ringling Photography Collection

The Ringling Collection of Postcards

The Tibbals Circus Collection of Postcards

The Tibbals Circus Collection of Photography
The Tibbals Circus Collection of Posters

The Tibbals Circus Collection of Programs

The Tibbals Circus Collection of Films Collection
The Tibbals Circus Collection of Wardrobe [llustrations  Commented [HCL]:

Commented [HC2]: If you list another institution you need to
specify the collection at that place

Subject Headings
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Animal Trainers

Arena Theater

Baumann, Charly
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Circus animals

Circus History

Circus Performers
Circus--United States—History
Circus wagons

Circus workers

Clowns

Copenhagen. Aflgbskontoret
Daredevils

Dog trainers

Evans, Merle

Gebel-Williams, Gunther, 1934-2001
Holzmair, Wolfgang, 1932-2013
Ice skating

Jacobs, Lou, 1903-1992
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Russia
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Item List
Reel
Number Title Run Time Date Range
1 Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act 00:03:30 1969
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger on Elephant
2 Act 00:03:30 1969
Gunther Gebel-Williams First Year on
3 Ringling Circus 00:03:30 1969
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act, Spec
4 Short 00:03:30 1969
5 Lindstroms Aerial Act, Rogana Il 00:03:30 1969
6 Second Season, Winter Wonderland 00:03:30 1969
7 King Charles Troupe 00:03:30 1969
8 The Flying Gills 00:04:00 1980's
9 Rogana Rolling Globe Act 00:03:30 1980's
10 Jeanette Williams Liberty Horse Act 00:04:00 1970's
11 Gunther Gebel-Williams First Year 00:03:30 1969
12 Clowns Tumbling Down Front Track 00:04:00 1976
13 RBBB End of Elephants 00:03:30 1969
14 RBBB Polar Bears 00:04:00 1976
15 End of Flyers Finale - Gaona Family 00:04:00 1976
16 Spec Charly Baumann 00:03:30 1976
17 Elvin Bale Sky Wheel 00:04:00 1976
18 RBBB Aerial Motorcycle 00:04:00 1976
19 RBBB Charly Baumann Tiger Act 00:03:30 1976
20 Elvin Bale Wheel Act 00:04:00 1976
21 Elvin Bale Single Trapeze Act 00:04:00 1976
22 Bear Act on High Wire 00:04:00 1976
23 King Charles Troupe 00:04:00 1976
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24 Jeanette Williams Liberty Horse Act Part 11 | 00:03:30 1976
25 Liberty Horse Display 00:04:00 1972
26 Elephant Display 00:03:30 1972
27 Three person aerial act, riding act 00:03:30 1972
28 New Madison Square Garden 00:04:00 1972
29 Web Balkanski 00:04:00 1972
30 Spec, Production Number 00:03:30 1972
31 Spec 111, Head Balancing Trapeze 00:04:00 1972
32 Swinging on a Moon 00:04:00 1972
33 Saxton Riding Troupe 00:04:00 1972
34 Charly Baumann Tiger Act 00:04:00 1972
35 Metchlaroff Pole Vaulting Act 00:03:30 1972
36 Sitz and Mendez High Wire Act Part Il 00:03:30 1972
37 Flying Gaonas RBBB Blue Unit 00:03:30 1972
38 Charly Baumann Cat Act 00:04:00 1972
New Madison Square Garden RBBB Blue
39 Unit 00:04:00 1972
40 Web Production Number RBBB Blue Unit | 00:03:30 1972
41 Tito Gaona Flying Act 00:03:30 1972
42 Pablo Noel Lion Act Part | 00:03:30 1972
43 Pablo Noel Lion Act Part Il 00:03:30 1972
44 Gene and Joe High Wire 00:03:30 1972
45 Sentry and Mindy 00:03:30 1972
46 Charly Baumann Cat Act 00:04:00 1972
47 Circus Production Number 00:04:00 1972
48 Bareback Cossack Riders 00:04:00 1972
49 Elvin Bale Web Production Number 00:04:00 1970
50 Fred Logan Elephant Act 00:04:00 1970
51 Roly Poly Act 11 00:04:00 no date
52 Roly Poly Act | 00:04:00 no date
53 Moscow Circus 00:04:00 1970
54 Circus Hall of Fame 00:04:00 1972
55 Circus Hall of Fame Outside Arena 00:04:00 1973
56 Spec I, Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act | 00:04:00 no date
57 Web Production Number 00:03:30 1969
58 Clown Gag Lou Jacobs 00:03:30 no date
59 Gunther Gebel-Williams First Year 00:04:00 1969
60 Garden in Sky Web Production Number 00:04:00 1970's
61 Pollack Bros. Circus 00:07:00 1972
62 German Polar Bear Act 00:04:00 1976
63 Lindstroms Il, Gunther Gebel-Williams 00:04:00 1969
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Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger and Elephant

64 Act 00:04:00 1970
65 Pino Nocks Act 00:04:00 1970
66 La Toria ll 00:04:00 1980
67 La Toria 00:04:00 1970
68 Opening Show Production Number 00:04:00 1980
69 Flying Gaonas, Gill Act, Finale 00:04:00 1970
Gunther Gebel-Williams Teeterboard
70 Elephant 00:04:00 1970
71 Wolfgang Halzmair Lion Act 00:03:30 1975
72 European Travel Reel 00:04:00 1975
73 Chinese Ribbon Dancers 00:04:00 1975
74 Milwaukee Parade Return 00:04:00 1966
75 Milwaukee Parade Start 00:04:00 1966
Barbara Bailey with Kids at Palisade Park,
76 Part | 00:03:30 1965
Barbara Bailey with Kids at Palisade Park,
77 Part 11 00:04:00 1965
78 Sway Pole Acts, King Charles Troupe 00:04:00 1960's
79 Otto Griebling Clown Acts 00:04:00 1970
80 Flying Waynes Act 00:04:00 1960's
Nocks High Wire, Gunther Gebel-Williams
81 Three Ring Teeterboard Elephant 00:04:00 1969
82 Sells & Gray Lakefront Parade 00:04:00 no date
83 Beatty-Cole Midway 00:04:00 1970
Picaso Juggling Act, Once Upon A Circus
84 Spec 00:04:00 1973
Gunther Gebel Williams, Selagis
85 Teeterboard 00:04:00 1973
86 Flying Waynes Act Part | 00:03:30 1973
87 Flying Waynes Act Part 11 00:04:00 1973
88 Flying Acts, RBBB Red Unit 00:03:30 1973
89 Ms. Isabella Single Trapeze 00:04:00 1973
90 Wolfgang Halzmair Lion Act Part | 00:03:30 1973
91 Wolfgang Halzmair Lion Act Part Il 00:04:00 1973
Opening Show Production Number Gunther
92 Gebel-Williams Tiger Act 00:04:00 1973
93 Danny and Sarah Chapman Aerial Trapeze | 00:04:00 1973
George Plempton Rider Guests of Circus
94 Part | 00:03:30 1970
George Plempton Rider Guests of Circus
95 Part 11 00:04:00 1970
96 Stevenson Riding Act 00:04:00 1970
97 Opening Show Production Number, Ring I11 | 00:04:00 1970
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98 Clown Sketch 1, Jackie Althoff Bear Act 00:04:00 1970

99 Guzman and Monique Mau 00:03:30 1970
Barbara Bailey New Jersey Home, Flying

100 Gaonas 00:04:00 1969

101 Spec 00:04:00 1970

102 Harold Ronk 00:04:00 1970

103 Ice Show Production Numbers 00:04:00 1970

104 Moscow Circle on Ice 00:04:00 1970

105 Russian Ice Show in US 00:04:00 1970

106 High Dive Act 00:04:00 1970

107 King Charles Troupe, RBBB Blue Unit 00:04:00 1974
Flying Gaonas, Tito Gaona, Bailey Family

108 Home 00:04:00 1974
Billy and Tommy Baker Pony Trail with

109 Michu, Ronk, Balkanski 00:04:00 1974
Clown Walk-Around, Spec, RBBB Blue

110 Unit 00:03:30 1974

111 Animal Display, Spec, RBBB Blue Unit 00:03:30 1974

112 Balkanski and Baker Acts 00:04:00 1974
Sue and Rudi Lenz, Picaso, and Mickey

113 Antalik 00:03:30 1974

114 Elephants and Flying Gaonas 00:03:30 1974

115 Teeterboard, Clowns, and Flying Act 00:03:30 1973
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger on

116 Horseback 00:03:30 1973
Peggy Williams in Spec, Wolfgang

117 Holzmair, RBBB Red Unit 00:03:30 1973

118 Elvin Bale Web Production Number 00:03:30 1973

119 Gunther Gebel-Williams and Isabelle Nocks | 00:03:30 1973
Russian Swing, Lou Jacobs, Elvin Bale,

120 Peggy Williams Spec 00:03:30 1973

121 Ray Cutter, Donna M.R., RBBB Blue Unit | 00:03:30 1971
Elephant Fantango, Otto Griebling, Ray

122 Cutter 00:03:30 1971

123 100 Anniversary Finale 00:04:00 1971
Bill Pruyn band, Flying Waynes, GSE

124 Birthday Party 00:04:00 1971
Stevenson Riding Act, Ruben-Saxons,

125 RBBB Blue Unit 111 00:04:00 1971
Lou Jacobs, Four Man High Wire, RBBB

126 Red Unit 00:04:00 1975

127 High Wire Act, RBBB Red Unit 00:04:00 1975
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act, Aerial

128 Motorcycle Act 00:04:00 1975
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129 Gunther Gebel-Williams, Spec 00:03:30 1975
Bi-Centennial, spec, Wolfgang Holzmair,

130 Gunther Gebel-Williams 00:04:00 1975
Gunther Gebel-Williams, Short Clip Aerial

131 Motorcycles 00:03:30 1975
Aerial Motorcycles, Lou Jacobs, RBBB Red

132 Unit 00:04:00 1975

133 Hargita Troupe, Liberty Horse Display 00:04:00 1975

134 Carrillo Brothers High Wire Act 00:04:00 1975
Vicki Unus, Rudi and Sue Lenz, La Toria,

135 RBBB Red Unit |1 00:04:00 1975

136 Rex Williams, Clyde Bros.Circus 00:04:00 1960s
Carrillo Brothers High Wire Act and

137 Various Acts 00:03:30 1975
Gunther Gebel-Williams and Sigrid

138 Williams 00:04:00 1975

139 Chinese Acrobats 00:04:00 1975
Gunther Gebel-Williams First Year, Tiger

140 Act Hind-Legs Walk 00:04:00 1969
Clown Paint Gag, Liberty Horses, RBBB

141 Red Unit 11 00:04:00 1970

142 Chinese Plate Spinning Troupe 00:04:00 1975
Wolfgang Holzmair Lion Acts, RBBB Red

143 Unit 11 00:04:00 1975
European Footage, Berlin Gate, Rudy Bros.

144 European Unit 00:03:30 1970s

145 Circus in the Netherlands, Amsterdam 00:04:00 1970
Flying Gaonas, Laylo and Ronny, Raws

146 Triple, Opening, Clowns 00:04:00 no date
Sue and Rudi Lenz, Vicki Unus, La Toria,

147 Tom Tans Rock Band 00:04:00 1969
Churches and Parks, Berlin, Rudy Bros., M.

148 Church, Copenhagen | 00:04:00 1970s
Vicki Unus, Wolfgang Holzmair, RBBB

149 Red Unit 11, Spec 00:03:30 1975
Otto Griebling, Russian Swing, Elfi Althoff,

150 Giant Swing 00:03:30 1975

151 Spec, RBBB Blue Unit, Monkey Il, Harold | 00:04:00 1974
Chinese Acts, Strong Man, Steel Rod, Bed

152 of Glass, Tower of Chairs 00:03:30 1975

153 Production Numbers and RBBB Blue Unit | 00:03:30 1974
Unsupported Ladder Act, Perch Act, RBBB

154 Blue Unit, Michu 00:03:30 1974
Sarah Chapman, Elfi Althoff, Flying

155 Gaonas 00:04:00 1970
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Gunther Gebel-Williams Early Footage,

156 Rogana Sword Balancing 00:04:00 1969

157 Moscow Circus, Piano Comedy Art 00:04:00 1970
Michu, Clown Boxing, RBB Blue Unit,

158 Tumbling 00:04:00 1974
Chinese Acts, Ring of Knives, Foot

159 Juggling, Unicycle 00:04:00 1975
Riding Act, Clown Car, RBBB Blue Unit,

160 Clown Ladder 00:03:30 1974
Charly Baumann Tiger Act, Double and

161 Aerial Trapeze, RBBB Blue Unit 00:04:00 1974

162 Charly Baumann Tiger Act 00:04:00 1970
Russian Ice Show, Juggling on Ice,

163 Trampoline and Web Act 00:04:00 1970s
Ice Show in One Ring, Jugglers 11, Five
Man Comedy Musicians, Man and Girl

164 Skaters 00:04:00 no date
Chinese Bike Act, Acrobatic Display, Kung

165 Fu, Unicycle Act, Bicycle Act, Finale 00:04:00 1975
Camels, Chimpanzees, low wire display,

166 RBBB Red Unit |1 00:04:00 1975
Circus Benneweis, Copenhagen, Animal no date,

167 Acts, Clowns 00:04:00 1970s
Moscow Circus, Three Girl Trapeze, Ice
Show, Comedy Skates, Trumpet Player, no date,

168 Trampoline Act 00:04:00 1970s
Jeanette Williams Dressage, Sue and Rudi

169 Lenz, Vicki Unus, La Toria 00:04:00 1969
Elkin Sisters, Three Girl Acrobatic Act,

170 Elephant Act 00:04:00 1970s

171 Bo Bo Barnett Dog Act, Juggling Act 00:04:00 1970s
Aerial Perch Act, Aerial Head Balancing

172 Act 00:04:00 1970s

173 Big Dragon Chinese Production Numbers 00:04:00 1975
Chinese Performers, Big Jug, Balancing,

174 Juggling and Arial Acts 00:04:00 1975

175 Perch Act, Juggling Act, Acrobats 00:04:00 1975
Juggling Acrobats, Big Jar, Tumbling,

176 Three Girls Head-to-Head 00:03:30 1975
Four-Man Chair Balancing, Towers of

177 Chairs, Acrobats 00:04:00 1975

178 RBBB Blue Unit, Flying Act, Ring 1and 3 | 00:04:00 1971
Metchkaroff Pole Vaulting Act, RBBB Blue

179 Unit, Casting Act, Elephant Entrance 00:04:00 1975
Liberty Horses, Three Ring Display,

180 Stephenson Dog Act, Ring 3 00:04:00 1970

10
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181 Flying Gaonas, Clowns, Be a Clown 00:04:00 1970s
Beatty-Cole, Captain Freddie Logan

182 Elephant Act Part I, RBB Red Unit 00:04:00 1975
Captain Freddie Logan Elephant Act Part I1,

183 Beatty-Cole, Risley Act 00:04:00 1970
Metchkaroff Pole Vaulting Act, Rubin Hand
Casting, Saxon Riding, Elephant Production

184 Number 00:03:30 1971
Elvin Bale Trapeze Act, Web Production

185 Number, Motorcycle Act 00:03:30 1970
Elvin Bale Trapeze Act, Web Production

186 Number, Motorcycle Act 00:04:00 1970
Charley Baumann Cat Act, Hand Balancing

187 Display 00:03:30 1970

188 Chinese Acts, Risley Act, Cup and Saucer | | 00:04:00 1975
100th Anniversary Party Finale, Greatest

189 Birthday Party On Earth 00:04:00 1971

190 Chinese Acts, Tower of Chairs 00:04:00 1975
Liberty Horses, Vicki Unus, Web
Production Number, La Toria, RBBB Red

191 Unit 00:03:30 1975
European Circus Travel Show Setup, Circus

192 Ramcy, Jackie Althoff bears 00:03:30 1968
Ringling Elephant Display, Joe Guzman
Aerial Motorcycle, Double Canon, Jackie

193 Althoff Bears, Triple and Exchange 00:03:30 1970
Clown Car, Jackie Althoff Bears,

194 Chimpanzee Act, Dog Bites Clown 00:04:00 1970

195 Sway Pole Act, Spec, Fathni Sway 00:04:00 1970
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act, Aerial
Cradle Act, Three Person Trapeze, RBBB

196 Red Unit 00:04:00 1975
Red Hartman, Clyde Beatty Cat Act, Street

197 Parade with Antique Cars 00:03:30 1965
European Circus Acts with RBBB, Carrillo

198 Brothers High Wire Act 00:03:30 no date
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act Part I,

199 RBBB Red Unit, High Wire Act 00:03:30 1975
Gunther Gebel-Williams Tiger Act Part I1.

200 RBBB Red Unit 00:03:30 1975
Tim Holt Ringmaster, Teeterboard, Chinese

201 Acrobats, Opening, Finale, Flying Act 00:04:00 1975
Carrillo Brothers High Wire Act, Bi-

202 Centennial Spec, RBBB Red Unit 00:04:00 1975

203 RBBB Red Unit, Finale, Opening Il 00:12:00 1975

204 Travel in Europe. 00:15:00 1970

11
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Charly Baumann Tiger Act, Mixed Animal

205 Act, Juggling on the Front Track 00:12:00 1974
206 Block High Wire Act, Beatty-Cole 00:15:00 1970
Metchkaroff Three Person Pole Vaulting
Act, RBBB Blue Unit, Bar Act, Monkey
207 Act 00:20:00 1974
208 Perch Act, Cat Act 00:24:00 1970
1960s or
209 Circus Ticket Wagon Denmark 00:04:00 1970s
no date,
210 Circus Wagons and European Travel 00:04:00 1970s
Chicago Circus Parade, Milwaukee Circus
211 Parade 00:15:00 1960's
212 Circus Acts from 1984 Red Unit 00:20:00 1984
Gunther Gebel-Williams, Sarah Chapman,
213 and Various Acts 00:26:00 1975
Winter Quarters, Hartford, Connecticut
Grounds After Fire, Ed Vesteed, Rubber
214 Bowl in Ohio 00:20:00 1944
Winter Quarters, Show on the Lot, Spec,
215 Backyard 00:20:00 1937-38
New Hospital Cars 1948, Show Moving on
Lot, Spec, Backyard, Show in Big Top,
Cristiani Teeterboard, Riding Act, Mable
216 Stark, Jack Joyce, Akron, Ohio 00:15:00 1944
217 Spec, Clowns, Jackie Althoff Bears 00:20:00 1973
Gene and Joe High Wire, Spec, John
Harriot, Hand Balancing Act, Dick
Chipperfield, Cat Act, Rolla Rolla, Cannon
218 Finale 00:26:00 1971
219 Russian Clown, Wire Acrobats, Bears 00:20:00 1970's
Train being loaded at Baraboo Train
Station, Wagons Going on Flats, Trip to
220 Milwaukee 00:20:00 1971
Popov the Russian Clown, Hand Balancing
221 Act, Juggler 00:27:00 1972
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