
WELCOME TO SLOW 
ART DAY April 9, 2016

Slow Art Day invites people from all over the world to visit 
local museums and look at art slowly. Participants spend 
about ten minutes looking at a single work of art and then 
discuss it with fellow participants. That’s it. Simple by 
design, the goal is to look closely, make observations, and 
share your responses. Today from 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM, 
Ringling docents will be stationed in front of the four 
paintings listed below to help facilitate your slow looking. 
Feel free to stop by these works at any point during your 
visit. You might be surprised at how much you can discover 
when you take the time to see it!

Families can also take advantage of special slow-themed 
programs today! Drop by the Family Workshop anytime from 
1:30 – 5:00 PM in the Visitors Pavilion or join a Kids Quest at 
1:00 PM. Tickets for Kids Quest are required; see Admissions.

□ GALLERY 6 
Esther before Ahasuerus
Antonio Palma, 1574

□ GALLERY 8 
Judith with the  
Head of Holofernes
Francesco Cairo 
ca. 1630–1635

□ GALLERY 16 
The Lottery Drawing in 
Piazza Delle Erbe, Turin 
Giovanni Michele Graneri, 1756

□ GALLERY 21 
The Mystery of Life 
Carl Marr, 1879
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TIPS FOR LOOKING AT ART 
There is no right or wrong way to look at art. But, sometimes 
we find ourselves in front of an art object thinking:  
“Now what?” Here are some steps you can follow—either 
alone or with a group—when you look at a work of art.

• Before you do anything else, note your first impression  
of the work. What immediate reaction do you have to it? 
Why do you think you reacted that way?

• Then, take time to observe all the details that make  
up the work, such as:  

• Colors, shapes, textures, and lines  
• Light and shadow
• Repeating patterns
• Symmetry (or the lack thereof)
• Composition – how elements are arranged
• The degree of naturalism or stylization

Think about how these elements work together to  
create the overall effect.

• Get up close and personal! Don’t be afraid to move close 
and really examine the work. You might even be able to see  
evidence of the artist’s marks on the surface. Just remember 
to stay an arm’s length away to protect the object.

• Try changing your perspective. Move across the room and 
see what you notice from far away. Move from side to side, 
or, if the object is a sculpture, walk all the way around it.

• Based on your observations, guess what story the object 
is telling. You may not see an obvious narrative, but you 
can always ask yourself why the piece might have been 
created and what the artist may have wanted to say.

• Discuss your ideas with a friend or use materials provided 
by the Museum to further your understanding. Remember 
that every artwork is open to multiple interpretations.

• Reflect on your initial impressions of the work of art. Have 
your ideas about it changed? Do you like it more or less? 
What surprised you about the process of careful looking? 

• Take note of what you found particularly interesting in this 
work and look for other objects with those same elements 
elsewhere in the Museum. 


