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Final Report 5.25.2017 
The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art 
Submitted to the Toshiba International Foundation 
 
 
Summary of Project (500 words maximum; to be published on TIFO’s website) 
 
The Toshiba International Foundation provided a generous grant in support of The Ringling’s 2016-2017 
program “Confronting Cultural Stereotypes: Focus on Japan”. The project included several different types 
of programs: film screenings with discussions, educator training, public lectures, and two small focus 
exhibitions of Japanese prints from The Ringling collections. This programming was designed to make 
our audiences aware of misconceptions and stereotypes about Japan and the rest of Asia that have been 
persistent in American popular culture and media portrayals throughout the late 19th and 20th centuries. 
The project also provided consideration of specific aspects of Japanese culture and its place in the world, 
in order to further educate, inform, and inspire our visitors. 
 
As some of the first programming for The Ringling’s new Center for Asian Art in the Dr. Helga Wall-
Apelt Gallery of Asian Art, we were very impressed with the level of participation and engagement of our 
audiences. The programming clearly resonated with our local community, and is evidence of a strong 
interest on the part of our audiences in learning more about Asian cultures. The Sarasota/Bradenton area 
is home to many retirees who spent careers in various Asian countries and who continue to be strongly 
interested in those cultures. Additionally, the many college students in the local area bring an awareness 
of and appreciation for Asian film and animation, which has led to an interest in learning more about 
Asian art. It is our expectation that visitor demand for programming of this type will continue to grow and 
deepen. We hope that this project can serve as a model for future multi-faceted projects around Asian art 
and culture at the museum. The Ringling is extremely grateful for the support of the Toshiba International 
Foundation, which was instrumental in bringing these new programming topics to The Ringling. 
 
 
Timeline of Project (items appearing in bold and italics on this table were funded by the TIFO grant) 
 

Month Event Date Remarks 
April 
2016 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Ghost Dog: The Way of 
the Warrior 

9  

May 2016 • Community Festival, Center for Asian 
Art 

15 
 

 

June 2016 • Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Charlie Chan at the 
Circus/The Mask of Fu Manchu 

11  

July 2016 • Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Thank You Mr. 
Moto/Mr. Moto Takes a Chance 

9 Discussion led by Maureen 
Zaremba, Curator of Education at 
The Ringling 

August 
2016 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of The Man Who Would 
be King 

13  

September 
2016 

• Saturday for Educators Teacher 
Workshop: An Introduction to Asian 
Art 

10 
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• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Rambo 

• Conversation: Orientalism at the 
Ringling 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Thank You Mr. Moto 
and Mr. Moto Takes a Chance 

10 
 
13 
 
15 
 

 
 
 
 
(Repeated from July) 

October 
2016 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of The Teahouse of the 
August Moon 
 

• Circus poster exhibition in Circus 
Museum: Asia Under the Big Top 

8 
 
 
 
14 

Discussion led by Susan Doll, 
professor of film history at Ringling 
College of Art and Design 
 
Ran from October 14, 2016 through 
February 13, 2017 

November 
2016 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of The Golden Child 

12 
 

 

December 
2016 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Rising Sun 
 

3 
 
 

Discussion led by Susan Doll, 
Professor of Film History at 
Ringling College of Art and Design 

January 
2017 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Mississippi Masala 

• Gallery Walk and Talk of the 
exhibition “Asia Under the Big Top”: 
Asian Stereotypes and early 20th c 
Western ideas of Eastern cultures 

• Focus exhibition: The Japanese 
Woman, Center for Asian Art 

7 
 
19 
 
 
 
 
20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ran from 1/20/2017 through 
3/10/2017 

February 
2017 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of The Year of Living 
Dangerously 

• Viewpoint Lecture: Elegance and 
Art: Portrait of a Geisha, Dr. 
Daphne Rosenzweig 

11 
 
 
18 

 
 
 
 
 

March 
2017 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of The Wedding Banquet 

• Focus exhibition: East Asia: 
Cultures and Conflicts, Center for 
Asian Art 

• Viewpoint Lecture: Asian-American 
Drama/Theatre: Past and Present, 
Dr. Wei Zhou 

4 
 
 
12 
 
 
13 

 
 
 
Ran from 3/12/2017 through 
4/20/2017 

April 
2017 

• Art and a Movie: Screening and 
discussion of Bangkok Dangerous 

• Educational outreach publication 
completed and posted online 

• Completion of project 

8 
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Film Series – Art and a Movie 
 
As part of this project, films were screened in the Chao Lecture Hall in The Ringling’s Center for Asian 
Art and were supplemented by pre- and post-screening discussions facilitated by a discussion leader.  
 
This film series, which ran from April 2016 through April 2017, explored the complex historical 
relationship of America and Asia through a critical examination of films that have played an integral role 
in American popular culture. Eleven films were shown in total as part of this program, four of which were 
supported by the Toshiba International Foundation: Thank You Mr. Moto and Mr. Moto Takes a Chance 
(July 9, 2016, 100 attendees, and then repeated on September 15 with 47 attendees), The Teahouse of the 
August Moon (October 8, 2016; 90 attendees), and Rising Sun (December 3, 2016; with 86 attendees). 
Attached here are the publicity cards for the film screenings, which recognized the Toshiba International 
Foundation. 
 
The programs were well attended and participants were very engaged in discussion about cultural 
stereotypes. For two of the four screenings paid for by the Toshiba International Foundation (10/8/2016 
and 12/3/2016), the discussion leader was Dr. Susan Doll, film historian, critic and faculty member at 
Ringling College of Art and Design, whose fee was also paid for by TIFO. Dr. Doll provided an 
introduction which put the film into context in terms of both film history and the cultural and political 
climates and events that influenced the directors and actors. She posed certain questions to the audience to 
be thinking about during the film. At the conclusion of the film, Dr. Doll conducted a discussion based on 
audience response to the points she had highlighted as well as spontaneous audience response. For the 
other films shown that were supported by the Toshiba International Foundation, the discussion leader was 
Maureen Zaremba, Curator of Education at The Ringling.  
 
Participants were also surveyed in paper comment cards and asked to write their thoughts about how 
Asian people were represented in each film, and whether or not watching this film made them more aware 
of the prevalence of Asian stereotypes in American popular culture. The survey cards elicited a great deal 
of positive feedback from attendees, indicating that our audiences understood the point of this program—
to examine stereotypes—and felt it was a valuable experience for better understanding Asian cultures. 
 
 
Educational Outreach 
 
Saturday for Educators: An Introduction to Asian Art 

On September 10, 2016, the museum held a Saturday for Educators program entitled “An Introduction to 
Asian Art”, with 44 participants. Saturday for Educators is a series of educator workshop training sessions 
on different topics, designed by Ringling educators and offered throughout the year. These ongoing 
professional development experiences are designed to enhance educators’ understanding of The 
Ringling’s collections and special exhibitions, while also providing opportunities for networking, 
collaboration, and inspiration. Workshops run from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm and include a tour or lecture, 
standards-based resources, and lunch. Participants can earn CEU credit for attending. 

 
This program introduced teachers to The Ringling’s Asian art collection, on display in the new Center for 
Asian Art, and was designed to demonstrate the collection’s potential classroom connections to visual art, 
language arts, and social studies. Teachers received a resource and activity guidebook “An Introduction to 
Asian Art” (attached here; available online at https://www.ringling.org/teaching-resources), designed by 
Ringling educators around The Ringling’s collection of Asian art. Participants also received worksheets 
and additional educational material. Importantly, each participant also received a year-long subscription 

https://www.ringling.org/teaching-resources
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to the publication Education about Asia; these subscriptions were paid for by the Toshiba International 
Foundation. The printing of workshop materials and the lunch for participants was also paid for by TIFO. 
TIFO is acknowledged on page 14 of the resource and activity guide.  
 
This Saturday for Educators received positive responses from area teachers, who are very interested in 
creating connections to Asia in their curricula. This program focused on giving teachers the tools to do so 
by offering activities that can be used in both the classroom and at the Ringling, while supporting Florida 
State Standards, Florida’s version of Common Core. 
 
 
Online Resource Guide 
 
Museum staff in the Curatorial and Education Departments developed an online resource and activity 
guide entitled Asian Stereotypes in American Popular Culture: Looking at Circus Posters from 1850 to 
1950. This resource guide, which is attached here, is also available for download online at: 
https://www.ringling.org/teaching-resources. The units contained within the resource guide present 
American circus posters alongside other visual and written resources to explore historical (and 
contemporary) attitudes toward Asia and Asians. Each unit features one circus poster and one or more 
other visual artifacts that together provide context for a particular theme (e.g., “Orientalism: Symbols and 
Sentiments”, “The Lure of the Exotic”, “Mysteries of the East”). The Toshiba International Foundation is 
recognized on page 2 of the Resource Guide. 
 
 
Gallery Walk and Talk: Asia Under the Big Top 
 
This Gallery Walk & Talk on January 19, 2017 was given by Jennifer Lemmer Posey, Assistant Curator 
of Circus, who curated the circus poster exhibition Asia Under the Big Top (which ran from October 14 
2016 through February 13, 2017 in the Tibbals Learning Center at The Ringling). The program was given 
twice that day, once in the morning (25 attendees) and once in the evening (also 25 attendees). Asia 
Under the Big Top displayed circus poster lithographs from the last quarter of the 19th century through the 
mid-20th century containing advertisements for exotic “Oriental” attractions such as Hindu snake 
charmers, Japanese and Chinese strongmen, and productions which centered around tales of the East such 
as 101 Arabian Nights and Aladdin. The exhibition, and the Walk & Talk as well, highlighted the ways in 
which these circus posters employed visual representations of stereotypes of Asian peoples, and also 
discussed early 20th century Western concepts of Eastern cultures. 
 
 
Lecture Series (Conversations and ViewPoints) 
 
Conversations 
Conversations are designed to be somewhat less formal than a lecture. In this format, specialists discuss 
their passion and interact with the audience. The series provides a “behind the scenes” look, research, and 
stories about the Museum’s collections, exhibits, and the people that put them together. 
 
Orientalism at The Ringling 
 
This program on September 13, 2016 was attended by 50 guests. Dr. Benita Stambler, Asian Art 
Coordinator at The Ringling, and Maureen Zaremba, Curator of Education, spoke about the history of 
Western attitudes toward Asia. The presentation used examples of objects on display in the Center for 
Asian Art as a way of discussing the history of orientalism and the impact it has had on modern 
perceptions of Asia. In the present day, the West is much more aware of the significant differences among 

https://www.ringling.org/teaching-resources
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Asian cultures, but it was not long ago that the inclusive terms “the Orient” or the “Far East” were used to 
describe India, Pakistan, China, Japan, and Southeast Asia. This Conversation addressed these aspects of 
Western history. 
 
ViewPoints 
 
ViewPoints are lectures by noted curators and scholars designed to enhance our audience’s understanding 
and appreciation of The Ringling’s permanent collection and special exhibitions. 
 
Elegance and Art: Portrait of a Geisha 
 
Dr. Daphne Rosenzweig, Professor of Art History at Ringling College of Art and Design, gave this 
lecture on February 18, 2017 to 110 attendees. Geisha have always fascinated people particularly in 
Europe and America as part of their imagined version of Japan. While the word geisha literally means 
“person of the arts,” myths about the nature of geisha culture abound. As performers of dance, music, and 
other art forms, these cultured women were often the subjects of colorful ukiyo-e woodblock prints. This 
lecture was presented in support of the exhibition, The Japanese Woman, curated by Dr. Benita Stambler 
from the Ringling’s collection of Japanese woodblock prints, which was also supported by the Toshiba 
International Foundation (see description and photographs below). Patrons were able to view the 
exhibition after the lecture. Both the lecture and the exhibition led to opportunities to discuss geishas and 
to dispel misunderstandings surrounding geisha culture. Dr. Rosenzweig’s honorarium was paid for by 
TIFO. 
 
Asian American Theater/Drama: Past and Present 
 
On March 13, 2017, Dr Wei Zhou, Fulbright Research Scholar at Tisch School of the Arts, New York 
University, presented this lecture to an audience of 50. Dr. Zhou gave an overview of the evolution of 
Asian drama in America and the development of intercultural theater. Presented in collaboration with 
New College, Florida’s honors college, this lecture built on themes that were presented in the Art and a 
Movie series which examined Asian stereotypes in Hollywood films. This ViewPoint presented a great 
opportunity to bring two audiences together who shared similar interests but represented different points 
of view and experiences: life-long learners and college students. It has also helped pave the way for 
further collaborative programs between the growing Asian Studies at New College and The Ringling.  
 
 
Focus exhibitions in the Center for Asian Art 
 
The Ringling presented two focus exhibitions as part of this project, both displaying Japanese prints from 
The Ringling collections. These focus exhibitions were on display in the Charles and Robyn Citrin Print 
Study Room in the Center for Asian Art. The Toshiba International Foundation paid for the cost of 
framing the prints for display. TIFO was recognized in the directional signs placed throughout the Center 
to help visitors find their way to the exhibitions, and in the wall text in the exhibition itself (see signs and 
wall text attached here).  
 
The Japanese Woman (ran from 1/20/2017 through 3/10/2017) 
 
This mini exhibition showcased six Japanese woodblock prints from The Ringling’s collection to explore 
the various ways in which women have been depicted in Japanese art. A specific term, bijin-ga, refers to 
prints of beautiful women. The exhibition showed that the representation of women in Japanese prints is 
complex, even in this very traditional form. Three juxtaposed pairs of prints from The Ringling’s 
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collection provided a range of examples of the depiction of Japanese women—from the traditional to the 
not-so-traditional, from the timeless to the modern. 
 
East Asia: Cultures and Conflicts (ran from 3/12/2017 through 4/20/2017) 
 
This mini exhibition featured one large triptych woodblock print by Toyohara Chikanobu in The 
Ringling’s collection. The print depicts a critical point in a conflict among Japan, China and Korea. In the 
center of the image is the Japanese Army Minister Ōtori who seeks to restore the Korean king’s father, 
standing next to him, to the throne, and to depose the king, sitting on the left, because of his connections 
to China. A skirmish has just taken place outside the palace where they are now standing, and a change in 
government and international relations within Asia is now imminent. The exhibition highlighted the 
notion that although there are similarities among East Asian cultures, there is also a history of conflict 
among them. Japanese woodblock print artists captured some of these moments of divisiveness in the 
region, including in this triptych print in The Ringling’s collection. 
 
 
 
Please note: This grant report, in its entirety, can be found on The Ringling’s website at: 
https://www.ringling.org/program-and-event-sponsors 
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Photographs of the Focus Exhibitions: 
 
The Japanese Woman:  
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East Asia: Cultures and Conflicts 
 
 

 
 
 

 


